
PHNA Boundaries: N: Washington Ave; S: Cortland St & Woodlawn; E: Lake Ave; W: S. Manning & Cortland 

A Neighborhood to Discover; 

A Place to Call Home — 

Pine Hills 

FALL 2018 
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THE PINE HILLS 

NEIGHBOR 

* New to the neighborhood? 

* Issues on your street? 

* Have news for our residents?  

 

Come to a Pine Hills  

Neighborhood Association  

monthly meeting! 
 

Meetings are held  

the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7pm in the  

Hanner Center for Excellence &  

Lasallian Mission 

LaSalle School 391 Western Ave.  

(unless otherwise noted) 

 

- UPCOMING MEETINGS - 

Programs are subject to change, 

please check our website for updates 

September 20  

Capital Region Community Choice 

Aggregation Program 

 759 Madison Ave Proposed renovation - 

Aaron Kelsey, Owner 

Rain Barrels: What Are They? How Can I Get 

One? How to Install and Use? - A limited 

number of rain barrels will be sold at half price 

 

October 18 

Update on Vacant Buildings - Sam Wells 

Albany County Weatherization  

Assistance Program 

 

November 15 

TU Pine Hills Blog - CSR Journalism Professor, 

Cailin Brown and her students will be asking 

for residents' ideas about what they would like 

to have researched and featured 

www.PineHillsNA.org     pinehillsna@gmail.com 

Midtown Pine Hills Neighborhood Walk Program 

6 questions about our newest com-

munity improvement program an-

swered by our board president,  

Virginia Hammer. 

"Midtown Pine Hills" is still pretty 

new to people. Could you de-

scribe basically where it is?  

Area bordered by Washington, 

Lake, Madison, and Main and connected areas.  

Why did this area receive its own designation? This area was cho-

sen by Pine Hills Improvement Group (PHIG), a committee of 

the Pine Hills NA, as the focus of its improvement efforts.  

Neighborhood watch programs have existed for a while. How 

does this neighborhood "walk" program differ? Most people 

think of Neighborhood Watch programs as an effort to unite law 

enforcement agencies, private organizations, and individual citi-

zens in an effort to reduce crime and improve local communities. 

The goal of the Midtown Neighborhood Walk is to visibly im-

prove parts the area by reporting common quality of life viola-

tions via See-Click-Fix app. There is an optional component of 

trash pick up. Volunteers have the satisfaction of seeing the results 

of their efforts.  

If I want to join, what sort of a commitment does it entail? One 

evening a month, 1-2 hours, between hours of 5 and 8. Volun-

teers walk in pairs.                                       Continued  

The Calming of Madison Avenue 

What started out as an initia-

tive of the Pine Hills N.A. is 

now a reality stretching direct-

ly through our neighborhood. 

Virginia Hammer and Leah 

Golby whose persistence with 

moving the traffic calming 

project along were quoted in 

a June 2018 press release 

marking the completion of 

the projects’ major compo-

nents.         Continued  



_______________________________________________________________________ 

Name 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Street address 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

City State Zip 

 

________________________    ______________________________________________ 

Phone                                      Email (used for PHNA email list only) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Mail to: John Hammer, 52 S. Allen St., Albany, NY  12208 

Or fill out the online application and  

pay via credit card, go to:   

http://www.pinehillsna.org/membership.php  

Membership Dues  

(check one and enclose check payable to:  PHNA) 

 

 Household $10 

 Student $5 

 Senior (65+) $5 

 Business or Not-for-Profit Supporter $25 

 Business Sponsor $75 

 Institution $125 

 

Support our 2018 

business &  

organization members!   

Hon. Judy Doesschate 

judydoesschate@nycap.rr.com 

 

Chris Van Doren 

chris_vandoren@yahoo.com 

(Continued)  Calming of Madison  

“In 2004 when a Madison Avenue Street Calming Project was brought up, it was pre-

sented as a way to reduce the number of multi-car accidents . . . What we began work-

ing on so many years ago is a testament to the power of research, education, and the 

public's support of a good idea. This new Madison Avenue redesign will benefit the 

neighborhood for many years to come.”   -Virginia Hammer, PHNA President  

 

“This project is transforming Madison Avenue from what once felt like a raceway into a 

place where people want to be.  In city after city, where road diets have been imple-

mented, the streets have become safer for people who walk, drive and ride bicycles -- 

store owners report increased foot traffic, and property values increase.  The Pine Hills 

neighborhood is ready to see our own surge in traffic safety and small business growth. 

                          -Leah Golby, Former Common Council Member and Co-Chair of the  

          Pine Hills Neighborhood Association’s Zoning and Code Enforcement Committee   

(Continued) Midtown Pine Hills Neighborhood Walk Program 

 

Has the Pine Hills Neighborhood had a neighborhood watch program in 

the past? How successful/unsuccessful was it?  

From Alfredo Balarin, 11th Ward Common Councilperson: "Yes, Pine Hills 

had a walk and watch program in the late 80's and early 90's. It was suc-

cessful for several years. To my understanding they lost volunteers and 

walks stopped in the late 90's or early 2000's” 

How do I sign up?  Email vhammer@gmail.com your name,  email,  phone #, 

and day(s) of the month when you are available.  

You do not need to live in Midtown Pine Hills to be a volunteer.  

Sunday, Sept. 16    1:30-4:30pm 

Madison Park (Madison & Ontario) 

Rain Location:  

VI Community Center (844 Madison) 

 FREE and open to the public     

* Obstacle Courses, Bull Riding, & Joust! 

*  Live Music, DJ, and Dancing plus  

    Student Performers! 

*  Free Refreshments - Free food and    

drink from local businesses! 


